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In my way of thinking, what nmakes a person a “pagan” is not adherence to
the surface beliefs of a pagan religion, nor sone strongly

i ndi vidualistic way of chall enging the status quo, nor even enbracing an
antique religious nodel- in the nodern day, what pass for “pagan”’
religious nodels tend to be created by certain left-wing people to

bol ster some equal | y-as-1left-w ng ideol ogi es. True and honest “pagani sni
is hard to cone hy.

In my opinion, being “pagan” is far fromany of that- it is a matter of
changi ng your worl dview to an ol der way of seeing and being, giving
reconsi deration to ol der w sdons, and naking themrel evant to you today.
There is a struggle of spirit going on- people are | ooking for Wsdom
and peace, and sonme | ook back to the past for hints about how others
once found it. This is a good inpul se- the past has nmuch to teach us.
But it is still a struggle, because nminstreamreligions strongly

di sapprove of people |ooking too far back

Modern mai nstreamreligions “win” the struggle of the spirit in a new
way- they win when people have no awareness of the subtle power of
wor | dvi ew, and when peopl e do not question where the features of their
wor | dvi ews come from |In the old days, the nodus operandi was for the
church to convert kings and rulers, get influence over the |aws, and
kill the heretics and dissenters. But organizations |ike the church
couldn’t do what they were trying so hard to do, which was change the
basic worl dvi ew of the people they converted. That took centuries.

Conversion in nanme is not enough- to becone a true follower of a
religion, you have to enbrace the worl dvi ew associated with the religion
conpletely; and that normally only happens when you are raised from an
early age surrounded by a culture that espouses and denpnstrates the
features of that worldview. Christianity took generations to “set in”
properly and fully. In the nodern day, pagans have a | ot of “unlearning”
to do, before they can really say “we are pagan”

A Matter of Worl dvi ew

Nowadays, people can believe whatever they want. There is no | ocked,
enforced way of believing. But there IS a worldview that nost people in
the west accept, people who are pagan and Christian alike, w thout even
realizing they accept it. Many people today feel and want so nuch to be
“pagan” again, and to escape the dom nant Judeo- Christian paradi gmatic
wor | dview, but it doesn’t happen overnight, just like it didn't grow
over ni ght.



Some people don’t understand this- they think that being pagan is a

matter of readi ng sonme books, of meking a blanket rejection of their
original religious beliefs, and taking part in “pagan” rites or even
“doing their own thing”- and nothing could be further fromthe truth.

The essence of paganismis found in the worldview Wrldviewis a matter
of how you feel and think about things, on a deep, nostly pre-conscious
level. Worldviewis normally tied up in culture, and it is a matter of
how you were raised, fromday one, to think about things and see them
“To be pagan” is to alter or change these deep patterns in your nmind, to
be nmore in alignment with a genuine pagan worl dview and a “genui ne”
pagan worl dvi ew shoul d be based on ol der pagan ideas and ideals.

Hopeful ly, if any “nodern paganisni is worth its salt, it will be

i nspired by ol der pagan ideas that still have inportance and rel evance
for us today- and nany do. Sone features of ol der worl dviews can be
interpreted in new ways to make themrelevant. W are dealing with
organic features that changed to suit the tinmes and needs of |ong ago,
so this is not odd in the |east.

Part and parcel of the standard “pagan” worldview, ancient or nodern, is
a sense of the sacredness of the Land; that the Sacred Land is alive and
i nhabited by spiritual forces ranging from Godly spirits to the souls of
the dead, that All life emerged fromthe Land or from Nature, and that
all will return to it cyclically, on the tides of birth and death.

The rel ati onship between men and wonen is vital to the nodern pagan
wor | dvi ew- the rather destructive inbal ances of the past, evidenced in
antique (and in sone places, persistent) social orders between nen and
wonen, fill nost nodern pagans with a desire to find a healthier way for
men and wonmen to relate. Pagan mythol ogi es present nmen and wonen as
bei ng created sinmultaneously, not one before the other, or one for the
ot her, as Eve seens to have been a device created from Adamto alleviate
Adam s boredom or |oneliness; in ancient Germania we have Wbden creating
a man and a woman at the sanme tine fromtrees; the sane story gets told
in a different formin other places- and even the Greeks, before the

| at ebr eaki ng “Pandora” nyth, had man and worman springi ng up

simul taneously fromthe Earth itself, or fromthe hunus and trunks of
Ash trees.

Men and wonmen have di fferent biological functions with respect to
reproduction, but no spiritual, nental, or any other ontol ogica
inequalities. If nen can offer wonmen the gift of physical fertility,
wonen, and the fem nine, offer to men the no-less vital gift of
enotional and spiritual fertility. Man's strength is not there to hold
down and control the feminine, but to protect it and support it, for she
is the source of his Iife and his generations, and the secret heart of
his honor and joy- the very formof his deepest spiritual yearnings.
There is a great and holy reciprocity between the sexes, they are
needful to each other, and nodern pagans tend to stand strongly on this
i ssue, as well they shoul d.

The very basic pagan worl dview in conmon with the ancient beliefs of



all | ndo- European pagans- is one of anim stic fullness, with a sinple,
earthy, ‘ground |level’ enphasis on the idea of all things having a
spiritual dinension, and on the value of |ife and of human cooperative
wel | - bei ng.

Wth the possible exception of the belief in the all inportant val ue of
Life and the Truth, there is no sense of ‘hard absolutes’; there is an
anbiguity at the heart of all things, for Nature herself is nowhere

cl ean and clear-cut, on any expressed | evel. Humans nust decide, within
the context of every situation, what actions are proper and try to bring
their actions into alignnment with whatever course brings about a greater
har mony. This worl dview requires humans to be flexible, brave and
responsi bl e.

This worl dvi ew has no sense of human noral depravity; no sense of guilt
or loathing for the basic organic realities of human |ife; a basic trust
in the dignity and goodness of manki nd. Mst scandal ously, there is no
sense of the necessity of salvific revelations or the prophets and
saviors of revealed religions; “revelations” for those who live on the
Land, and who live as parts of the Land, are ongoing.“Revel ati ons” can
be heard by anyone who listens in the wind or to the Land, and can be
heard daily in the interior of the heart.

The pagan worl dvi ew al so has no sense of |inear “salvation history”; the
world is not going to suddenly “end” one day at the behest of a heavenly
judge who will then dole out rewards and punishments. Responsibility for
making this world a better place is squarely on humans and the conmunity
of life.

“Meaning” in life is not to be found at life's end, or at the end of the
worl d, but every day, in every action and breath. The end of the worl d-
cycle or this era will conme naturally, organically, just as it started,;
it is not a heavenly catastrophe, but a natural reality, and the coning
of this “end”- which is itself a pre-cursor to a rebirth for the worl d-
is not the primary concern of humans, as much as living this present
nmonment wi th w sdom and peace.

Finally, and nost inportantly, the pagan worl dview has a strong enphasis
on the surreal, supra-rational presence of the Gtherworld, the i mense
reality that |ies beyond the boundaries of our own human perceptions and
pre-concei ved notions, and which occasionally breaks through into our
“worl d” and perceptions in nysterious, exhilarating, or frightening
ways.

This great presence, this extra-sensory reality, is the force behind
pagan myths and |l egends; it is the animating principle of pagan

nmyt hol ogy, and the single, pervasive and onmnipresent principle by which
ot herwi se i nexpressible universal Truths can penetrate the world and

m nd of man or woman. This reality is the hone of the Gods, the source
of divine inspiration. Mythology is the presence of the Gtherworld in
the form of ancient stories; nythology- any nythol ogy can be thought of
as its manifestation.

Any nyt hol ogy can be thought of as a gateway to a truly nystica



experience of tinmeless truth. Though the nythical stories thenselves

don’t tend to be literally “true”, they are nonetheless still “True”,
all being expressions of great Truth. The ancients had no problens with
their nyths not being literal. It was the synbolic and metaphorica

nature of these holy stories and | ore that gave them power; they spoke
in the | anguage of the O herworl d.

Wth the Wrld or Against It

Having made this sinple outline of a general “pagan” worldview, it seens
pretty straightforward. But nodern neo-pagans tend to help preserve a
very non-pagan and deci dedly non-traditional worldview, even when they
are in the grip of what they so fervently think is “paganisni

And the problens of reclaimng a true pagan worl dvi ew t oday are not j ust
consequences of religious oppression, or the history of religion in the
west; even our nodern materialistic sciences have problens. As nuch as
nodern peopl e (and even nodern pagans) think that the sciences are
positive forces that are “agai nst fundanmentalist superstition and

i gnorance”, it is a sad fact that nmany scientific paradigns aren’t any
nore heal thy than fundanentalist Christianity- the sciences too, can be
based on firmy non-spiritual and totally “we are automatically right
and you are automatically an ignorant, superstitious person for not
accepting our math and theories” attitudes. Sadly, science for many
becomes a new formof elitism with its ow dogmas and faith in its
ability to answer the nysteries of the universe.

But many pagans, thinking that science is a firmy non-Christian and
totally positive advancenment, wal k around trying to nake our ancestors’
| ore and ancient spiritual notions “fit in” with scientific-sounding
expl anations; | have heard such horrid things, ranging from“the trance
state is really just an al pha state of consciousness” to “pagani sm and
W cca are just quantum physics nixed with the ancient mysteries”.

|"ve heard neo-pagans actually trying to explain how their “law of
return” was firmy based on physics, and |’ve even heard neo- pagans
trying to “prove” that there is an “afterlife” with the rather tired
pseudosci entific anecdote that goes sonething like this: “hey man, we're
all just energy... electricity- and according to physics, energy can't
be destroyed or created, it just changes form..so when we die, our
energy just changes form..”

I can’t tell you how depressing it | ooks when soneone takes the npst
precious gift of our ancestors' nythology- and all the |ore and power it
contains- and tries to explain it all away in these analytical terns, to
make it nmore pal atable to the science-dazed nmasses who think that things
can’t be “real” unless you can explain themin nathematical terns or
denonstrate themin a | ab

What is real and inportant in life cannot be so explained. A person who
thinks they can, will never reach the pronise of the spiritual
wor | dvi ew, nor achi eve wisdom They will join the endl ess nental paper



chase, which only ends in new questions, new debates, and never in
peace. They are swept away with the tools of dissection, and can chop
things into eternally smaller pieces, but never reach the bottom they
can anal yze, over-anal yze, discover possible explanations, but never
find meani ng.

An O der W sdom

Qur ancestors were very wi se; they knew secrets to reality and about
reality that we can still access today, but only when we understand that
we need our ancestors and their |legacy nore than they need us- because
they weren’'t savages who needed Christianity and rationalistic science
to save themfromtheir errors; the “old days” didn't need our ultra-
enl i ghtened “nodern day” to “fix” it’'s superstitious m stakes. |’ m not
saying the old days were perfect, but they did have access to a source
of wi sdom that we have nostly grown unconscious to. And this source of
wi sdom can spell the difference between |ife and death.

Let’s have a | ook at our ultra-enlightened nmodern day! Look at how we
Eur opeans, and to an extent, Africans and Asians, are all suffering from
spiritual amesia, all of us, with |ost nmenories of our ancestors, and
of who we are, and where we cone from replacing our wi se pagan heritage
with foreign cultural beliefs based on guilt and m sogynistic,
spiritually elitist hallucinations- |ook at how we have bathed this
world in blood; |ook at how we waste wi thout shame; | ook at how we
degrade the world and environment!

And | ook at how our new ‘chanpion’ science has produced just enough
nmracle technology to give us guided mssiles and nonstrous weapons that
could destroy the entire planet, and how it has gifted us with just
enough technol ogy to keep nost of the poor world under the oppression of
a small majority of the rich world, and just enough technology to

i mprove the ‘quality’ and length of |ife- so that we can each have 90-
100 year life spans, all the nore tine to feel alienated from each other
and confused, nmore years to suffer under the oppression of other
countries and corporations (if we happen to be born in the non-
technol ogi cal |l y advanced worl d), and nore holl ow years of doubting the
exi stence of anything that we can’t see and hear and feel

This is the curse of |losing who we were and who we are. W sdom was | ost
with those things. Science would be a beautiful, wonderful tool, if we
had wi sdomto tenper it. But we don't, and so science is abused and it
has become another nonster, just like the old church

" mnot saying we should destroy science; |I'msaying we should restore
wi sdom Wsdomis to be found in the heart, in the fetch, in the soul
in the feeling self- and the keys and gates to wi sdom are encoded in
Myt hol ogy, and in the actual blood and spirit of each human bei ng. Wat
all ows access to this wisdomis trust in the self, trust for the basic
goodness and capability of humanki nd, and honesty to the deepest
enotions. Religions or philosophies that tell people not to trust their
own hearts are poison, designed to shackle humans in slavery.



It’s all there for the taking. It's there for the re-renmenbering. |
can’t say where the road lies for each individual, because only each
person can di scover that; but | can say where it certainly doesn't lie:

1. It doesn’t lie in trying to make paganismand old religions “fit in”
with the Judeo-Christian worldview or any of the nonotheistic religions,
who, chiefly by denying the true and full power of the divine feninine,
and the ancestrally held truth of the multiplicity of divine beings,
were |acking wi sdomfrom day one. Trying to nake ourselves “fit in” with
themis already death to our cause.

Moder n neo- pagans who wal k around with their well-nmeaning “all Gods are
one God” idea are doing nothing but sealing up the victory of the
nonot hei sti ¢ machi ne over our w se ancestors, who believed in nmany Gods.
Gods are individuals, not “aspects” of “one god”

2. It doesn't lie in trying to make our ancestors’ nythol ogi es and

wi sdoms “fit in” with a nodern scientific worldview OQur ancestors were
deeper than the nodern world tends to give themcredit for; they had
nmystical contacts with states of awareness that were and are above and
beyond any limted | eft-brained equation or logic pattern; the Gods
dwell in states that even the nost brilliant human m nd cannot perfectly
expl ain or express, and which does not need to be “expressed
scientifically” to make the presence of the Gods a Transformative, rea
presence in our lives.

We can all experience what we need to experience, if we et go of our
“need to know', realize that sone things defy the “knowi ng” of nortals
and their brains, and cast ourselves into the Infinite, |eap w thout
fear into the fearsone-seen ng “unknown” and go with bravery towards the
Unknowabl e.

There, in the strange shower and whirl pool of nythol ogical inages, of
strange synbols, and of ancestral stories, a niracle happens- the
Synmbol s and i mages and words all start to make a deeper sense; the mind
goes into some “new node”, (it’'s rather inpossible to explain) but you
reach a “new place”, which is actually a very old place, wherein you
commune wordlessly with what is real, with the reality under and within
the words and synbol s.

You experience yourself again, but not a self you ever guessed or knew
was “you”. You neet the Gods. You suddenly understand, in a way that you
cannot easily explain, HONthey exist and work in the world, and how
your existence ties in to the Wrld-Fate.

You | earn how to sense your actions, what your actions “nean”, what they

wi |l acconplish, fromwhence they spring, and how nuch power you have to
tremble the threads of fate to seemingly create your own destiny, which
is (and al ways was) a greater destiny. And the whole tine, you will be

nmystified at the whole process, unable to really explain it, and beyond
that, not feeling the overpowering need to explain it.



A person who has gone through this experience is changed forever; they
have becone (as our northern ancestors said) a wrd-worker. They becone
a Wtch; a pagan mystic whose awakeni ng was not possible w thout the

ol der worl dvi ew of wonder and nystery, where wi sdomis suprene.

The Sl eeper Has Awakened

That awakened person understands the role of Wsdomin everyday life.
That person can then be a scientist, without his creations turning on
him and on others. That person can then be religious, wthout his words
and deeds tarni shing what our ancestors’ “religions” were intended to
comuni cate to manki nd. That person can then be human, and be conpletely
and totally satisfied with that. That person can be hinmself or herself,
and that is enough. W have all experienced upbringing in a Judeo-
Christian world, even if we weren't brought up as a nonotheist; the
unspoken yet real influence of this worldview perneates all aspects of
our lives.

Even people far fromthe west have el enents of nonotheistic culture that
pernmeate their existence. Christian and Muslim m ssionaries pick away at
the bowel s of eastern nations, trying their hardest to turn those people
away fromtheir traditional religions and spiritual paths, and for the

| argest eastern |land- China- the scourge of atheistic comuni sm has
plundered its mejestic spiritual heritage.

India, the last home of true Pol ytheism has begun to succunb to the
nonot hei stic battering of Islamand Christianity, and to this day, when
Hindu religion is taught to westerners, the “acceptable” formis to tel
everyone that the Hi ndus ALWAYS believed in “one god”- Brahman- and how
all the other Gods were nere aspects of “hinf. The obvi ous pol yt hei sm of
the Vedas is ignored, in favor of nonotheistic re-interpretation, and
many Hi ndus thensel ves see noni sm and nonot hei sm as acceptable paths to
finding acceptance in the “new world.

Thi s nmonot hei stic honogeni zation, this sadly narrow way of seeing the
world, and the rationalistic curse of the brilliant yet unw se sciences,
have an affect on people fromall over, consciously and subconsciously.
Changi ng the deepest programmi ng, the deep and essential assunptions
that were put there by the sinple fact of how and where we were raised,
is the first and greatest task of |iberation, and of the nobdern pagan

of any stripe or predilection, and it nmakes no difference where that
pagan might be from | speak nostly to an audi ence of western pagans,
descendant s of European peoples- but | also nean these words for al
pagans.

We can be free to revive the wisdom of the past, and the key is in
having the bravery to part ways with the “Mdern assunptions”- the nany
nodern nyths that we are all exposed to froman early age.

These nyths include the myth of religious and cul tural honogeni zati on,
the killing need to nutilate the Truth by forcing it into a sinple,
unitary mold, and the nmyth of “rationality”- the nyth that tells us that



all of reality can be explai ned and understood by the human m nd coupl ed
wi t h enough education and scientific endeavor. These nyths serve the
human ego, serve our need to think that life is at heart sinple,

predi ctabl e, and explainable. Life, as the wise of all eras have known,

i s anything but.

For get about explaining everything. What we have to do is learn to FEEL
again, without having to rationalize every feeling; we nust learn to

DI VE I NTO the synbol s and i mages of ancestral nythol ogy, w thout trying
to ‘“explainit all’, and letting these synbols and myths reveal their

hi dden neani ngs to you- you nust subnerge yourself, and let the feelings
and insights rise.

This is intuitive work; nmodern people’'s difficulty in |earning howto do
this is a direct consequence of the |oss of pagan nysteries; a direct
consequence of the denonizing of the divine fem nine, Dame W sdom
hersel f, a progranmed m strust of the feeling, intuitive aspect of our
natures. Dom nant religions are oriented around a basic mstrust of the
human heart and feelings- the heart is corrupt with sin, even according
to the Bible. At this point, we nust nake a stand, and part ways with
the human-hating religions that turn people against thenselves, all to
better force theminto reliance on dogna, and into reliance on religious
| eaders and institutions.

A person, at sonme point, has to stop fighting to nmake every aspect of
their experience “confornm with some notion of how things “have to be”
and let the great web of Fate be what it is, because nothing can change
how Fate is, or how things “are” on the deepest levels. Luckily, it’'s
not Fate we have to change, but how we experience it.

You ‘Let it all be’ and go still and totally open- you let yourself fee
| ove, real love for the Grandnothers and Grandfathers who passed their
wi sdom down, and for the Gods and spirits that they |oved- and what is
real, what is imortal and precious, what does not come nor go- will
rise into your awareness, because it is the basic reality of you.

This is the promse of the Od Ways, and it shall be, for what is
immortal and real is an inseparable part of us, and we can allow it back
into our conscious reality, at any tinme, so long as our hearts are given
over with consent, trust, and total honesty.

What is precious- the very heart of the old worldview, that nystery
which filled our ancestors with peace as they sat around hearths or
fires listening to old stories, or when they gazed upon the natura
world at certain striking times- that precious “way of engagi ng” the
world will certainly rise in you, once your awareness is not clouded
wi th nodern mythol ogy, nor with constant mental grasping.

Wth |love, devour the inmages and synbols of true and holy ancestra
Myt hol ogy- go into them and take theminto you; be an idolater! Love
the idols, the synbols, the non-linear and nad-seem ng stories! Surely
they seem strange, for the path to the Gherworld is strange- realize
that each one is a door into you, and through you, through your soul
for they are things of the Gods.



Myt hol ogy was born in the experience of ancient people, experiences they
had of nature and Divinity. These stories are not nmerely “made up” or
foolish; they encapsul ate nmysteries and their synbols are an

ot herworldly | anguage, waiting to reveal a special Truth to you. They
will forever flowwith Truth, if you will forever go deeper into them

The true myths are the footprints of the Ancients, the marks of divinity
on the world, and on the human m nd and heart. Wl conme to our Faery
Tale! As it turns out, there is no such thing as “just a made up story”
after all. If you want peace, and insight, then be what these sacred
stories and inmages call you to be, and be it with all your heart.

When you have done this, you will find that the rites, beliefs, and

i deas of whatever pagan religi ous expression or tradition you feel drawn
to come naturally and with total, elegant ease, in a way that they
didn't cone before this deep change. They conme with a satisfaction they
didn't bring before, even if they did feel satisfying before.

The human spirit is a deep |layer of Fate, an ever-noving and yet ever-
still thread of Fate. This is its identity. It touches the Spirits and
Gods, who are also a part of the web of Fate or Wrd, in a very profound
way. Let your soul be what it already is- a sorcerer’s soul, one that
touches and communes with the divine forces that rule over this world
and every other. This is the work of the True Pagan nystic.



